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DANBY TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING-APRIL 30, 2009 
 
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. at the Danby Township Hall, 13122 
Charlotte Highway.  The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call Board members present:  Supervisor Pohl, Clerk Platte, Treasurer Kolarik, 
Trustees Reisbig and McCormack. 
 
Minutes-regular meeting March 19, 2009 
MOTION by Kolarik  Seconded by McCormack  CARRIED  
 Approve the regular meeting minutes from March 19, 2009 as presented. 
 
Minutes - public hearing March 26, 2009; budget hearing March 26, 2009 and 
special meeting March 26, 2009 
MOTION by Reisbig  Seconded by McCormack  CARRIED  
 Approve the public hearing, budget hearing and special meeting minutes from 
March 26, 2009 as presented. 
 
Agenda-Add #6 under new business Michigan Works letter regarding free labor around 
the township hall and cemetery.   
MOTION by Reisbig  Seconded by Kolarik   CARRIED 
 Approve the agenda as amended. 
 
Communications- 
 MOTION by Kolarik  Seconded by Reisbig   CARRIED 
 Place communications on file. 
 
Public Comment-Don Remboski asked if the township had its own designed logo or 
letterhead.  Bruce Hanson a township resident wanted to help with maintaining and 
possibly redesigning the township web-site.  Julie Calley an Ionia County Commissioner 
spoke about financial hardship for property tax payers, who would qualify and who 
wouldn’t qualify.  Ms. Calley also spoke about the progress regarding the Ionia County 
Animal Shelter.  
 
Unfinished Business: 
Hall Rental Information – A committee has been formed to check into the possibility of 
renting out the township hall.  The committee hasn’t met yet, but will be meeting in the 
near future.  They will provide information to the Township Board within the next couple 
of months. 
Website Administrator – Lonnie Finch the original designer of the Danby Township 
web-site quoted the township a cost of $50.00 per month for unlimited updates to the  
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web-site.  If there’s anything special that needs to be posted to the web-site the cost 
would be an additional $20.00 per hour. 
MOTION by Kolarik   Seconded by Platte  CARRIED 

Appoint Lonnie Finch as the new administrator for the Danby Township Web-site 
at a cost of $50.00 per month with any additional special updates at a cost of $20.00 per 
hour. 

 
New Business: 
ICRC Road Superintendent Scott Peterson- Mr. Peterson talked about the everyday 
operations of the Ionia County Road Commission and the down-sizing over the years of 
their staff due to budget cuts.  He also spoke about the timing for gravelling the roads, 
putting the brine on them and the condition of Peake Road after using limestone on it.  
The township suggested they would like to see the gravel put on the roads early in the 
year.  Mr. Peterson also talked about bridges in Danby Township that may be eligible for 
some grants to have them replaced in 2012. 
MOTION by Kolarik   Seconded by Reisbig  CARRIED 
 Support the Ionia County Road Commission’s action to apply for aid for 2-
bridges in Danby Township (one is the bridge going over the Looking Glass River on 
Cutler Road and the other bridge is over the Sebewa Creek on Keefer Highway).  
Attorney’s letters to Brian and Evelyn Riley and Alex Terwilliger – The Riley’s 
(Brian and Evelyn Riley) owe $1,000.00 to Danby Township from a court hearing.  They 
are in contempt of court if the money isn’t paid shortly and could possibly go to jail or 
have the fine increased.    Danby Township’s attorney sent a letter to Mr. Terwilliger 
(Alex Terwilliger) asking him to pump out the water and add some more dirt so it’s not 
holding so much water.  Mr. Terwilliger thought the issue was a county issue so he had   
John Bush the Ionia County Drain Commissioner come out and look at the property.  Mr. 
Bush stated it’s not a county issue, but he made some suggestions to help alleviate the 
problem of standing water. 
Newsletter information (public interests) – In the upcoming township newsletter 
Supervisor Pohl would like to ask the public what kind of information they’d like to see 
in it and have them give some ideas for the content of the newsletter.  Supervisor Pohl 
would like to have the fire districts phone numbers in the newsletter so people know who 
to contact for burning permits.  He’d also like to have some guest articles and something 
from the Cemetery Society explaining their Memorial weekend celebration and other 
things the Cemetery Society has done for the Danby Township Cemetery. 
July Township Officer’s Meeting at PFCU refreshments – Danby Township is hosting 
the Ionia County Township Officer’s Meeting at the Portland Federal Credit Union on 
Charlotte Highway in July.  Supervisor Pohl will speak with people to see who wants to 
furnish the refreshments for this meeting. 
Clerk’s Quarterly Report – Clerk Platte presented the March 2009 quarterly report. 
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Michigan Works Letter – Supervisor Pohl received a letter from Michigan Works, that 
it has a program to get free labor from May 18th through September 30th of 2009.  
Supervisor Pohl asked the cemetery sexton Russ Odom is he’d be interested in getting  
some free help in the cemetery.  Mr. Odom thought a couple of people would be 
beneficial.  Supervisor Pohl will find out who has to carry the liability on the workers. 
 
Commission & Committee Reports: 
Supervisor Pohl gave the totals from the City of Portland’s Clean Up Day that Danby 
Township participated in.  Danby Township had 106 residents participate in 2008 and 86 
in 2009.  The cost to participate in the Clean Up Day will increase to Danby Township 
because the number of hours of operation increased this year. 
Road Issues – These were discussed earlier in the meeting.  
Planning Commission Update -   The next Planning Commission meeting will be held 
on May 20, 2009. 
 
Officer Reports: 
Fire Runs – Clerk Platte reported there were 0 fire runs in March 2009 and 2 so far for in 
2009.  
Bills – Clerk Platte presented the bills with the addition of Progressive in the amount of 
$90.62 and asked for permission to pay the Tri-County bill when it arrives. 
MOTION by Reisbig   Seconded by Pohl  CARRIED 
 Pay the bills as presented with the addition of Progressive in the amount of $90.62 
and grant the Clerk permission to pay the Tri-County bill it arrives. 
Monthly Financial Reports – Treasurer Kolarik gave the treasurer’s report with an 
account balance of $723,855.22. 
 
Cemetery Business- Sexton Russ Odom put up some new flags in the cemetery.  These 
flags will cost around $7.00 each.  Mr. Odom thinks this may be a record high year for 
funerals; he has done 9 of them so far this year.  Mr. Odom will be spraying the weeds in 
the cemetery sometime within the next couple of weeks.  
 
Announcements-The next regular scheduled meeting is May 28, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Public Comment- Brian Calley spoke about the State of Michigan’s current budget 
shortfalls and how revenue sharing may be affected.  Mr. Calley also talked about the 
stimulus money that will be coming into Michigan and how it will affect the state. 
 
Adjournment-Supervisor Pohl adjourned the meeting at 9:18 P.M. 
 
                                                                              ___________________________                                                              
                                             Kristina K. Platte 
                                                                              Danby Township Clerk 


